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Againft the Read Bill: 


SUPPOSED; 


 ForRelief of CREDITORS, 


AND 


| N 


Pp, 
CE # RA” 
2 22, 


I. 


HAT the Aſertion in the Preamble , of Priſo. 

ners obtaining their Liberties upon Securities, 

Writs, Rules, or Orders, of the Courts of 

Weſtminſter ; in Evaſion and Abuſe of the Law, 

Yo f oſs Corte Hori havi SO 
( , ies hav 

and thoſe Writs and Rules allowed, ever A there were 

Priſons for Debtors, or Goalers for ſuch Priſoners - 8 

well known to the Gentlemen of the Long Robe, and is ju- 

ſified by the Eatries and Records of thoſe Courts who have 

them. Becauſe that if Priſoners are denied and de- 

barred of theſe Priviledges, it will be impoflible for them to 

follow the Proſecutions at Law in the Courts of Weſtminſter, 

and elſe-where , to get in their Effets whereby to ſatisfie 

their Jaſt Debts and Creditors. 


IT. 


If theſe Securities, Writs, and Orders, are taken away; 
and the Rules leſſened, as is defined by this Bill, and Con- 
finement to the Scires of the Two great Priſons of Eng-« 
land, and Priſoners heap'd one wpon another, as Dead Mien 
were in the great Contagion ; as ſoon as a Debtor takes 
Priſon he is 11:8 to be Starv'd or Smother'd to Death, the 
ſpace of Ground, (in reſpe&of increaſe of People , and 
decreaſe of Trad, ) being not ſufficient to contain the Pri- 
{foners by many [houſands. 


III, 


This AQ Reſtrains, the Habeas-corpss-Writ, to Twenty 
Miles for one Day, fo as the Priſoner, which may be un- 
juſtly ſo, and hath been, and may be again, the Caſe of the 

reatelt Commoner of England, will have notime to ad- 

reſs to Councel, or Friend, for Advice or Succor : For to 
a Goal choak'd up, as theſe Two great Goals mult be, take 
away their Rules, and giving Securities, who will come ? 

This Writ ! this precious Priviledg ? Coſt the Sub- 
zxAs of Exglana, belides their Hearts Blood , in former 
times, Two Hundred Six Thouſand Four Hundred and 
Sixty Pounds in the Merciful Reign of King Charles the Se- 
cond, and it hath Coſt much more, ( and a Cheap Bar- 
gain too, ) for our Happy Revolutiog ; but if this BILL 
pals, MAGNA CART 4, and the SubjeQts Liberties, 
muſt be Buried, and the poor Engliſh-Man loaded with 
more exquifite Slavery then Bondmen of other Nations ; 
whilſt che Oppreſſors, for ſo may Plaintifts be, and Law- 
yers well know moſt commonly are, ) upbraid Heaven 
oo their Injuſtice, and Triumph over their Imprifbned 

ren. 


» £72 : 
74 .Preventing Eſcapes. 


IV. 


By this AQ, the very Civilitics of Goalers, f whoſe 
greateſt Mercies are Cruelties,) are quite taken away, for 
without Security they cannot permit Conveniency for ne» 
ceſſary Breathing, ſo as the poor Impriſoned Perſon muſt, 
ia the literal ſence, Die daily, by living ſo Miſerably. 


V. 


This A& will have another Clauſe for the effeAtual le. 
ftruQion of the Priſoner , for if he diſcharge nor his Debt 
after Six Months in Execution, he muſt lie cloſe Confined 
in one of theſe, then, great Dungeons, and what is allow- 
ed to a Felon for Suſtenance, muſt be Seized by the Credi. 
tor; ſo as 'tis but take him Goaler, the poor Man is ſafe, 
he will never live long to tell Tales of his Maliticus Ad- 


verſary. «RH 


The real Plea of the Goaler, in caſe of Eſcape, will be 
quite taken away, and no Rules, Orders, or Writs, allow- 
ed upon the Priſoners Account, not ſo much as to the Su- 
preme Court of Parliament. And it is to be wondred, at 
this time of the Day , eſpecially , that new ways of Op» 
preſſions ſhould be deviſed, when ſo much hath been ex- 
pended for Reſtauration of our Liberties ; and if a Law 
can be perpetuated, and our Charter of Liberties is 1n force, 
ſo often Caleated and Regained by Ergliſb Blood, it 
muſt be allowed, that this AR ought to be void in irs ſelf, 
if b t, (to the King's Loſs in his Revenue, and the 
SubjeA's DeſtruQtion, ) to perfeftion : For in Ancient 
time , before Impriſonment for Debt came in uſe, which 
was in general, but in the Reign of Edward the Third, 
there was the Writ De Moderate Miſrecordia, by which the 
Dwelling-Houſe and Curtilage was ſav'd, and the Tools of 
Husbandmen, but by this all is taken away, and the privi- 
ledg of living beſides. 


VII. 


The Statute of R. 2. Cap. 2. makes voluntary Eſcapes a 
Forfeiture, bur reſerves the liberty of the King's Writ, or 
Commandment, which muſt be meant, thc Rules, or Or- 
ders, of the King's Courts, but this AQt would not onl 
take away thoſe Rules, but ſo elog the Goaler with Reſtri- 
Qtions and Penalties, that it is to be » Cif this AQ& 
paſs,) what was never ſo well intended by it, that there 
may be found neither Goaler for a Priſon, or a Priſoner for 
Debt in a Goal. 


